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the neutralization of the Black Sea; and the navigation of
the Danube.
With reference to the Straits, a separate Convention
between the six Powers (including Sardinia) and the Sul-
tan, signed the same time as the Treaty and attached to it
(by Article X of the Treaty), reaffirmed textually the
clauses of the Convention of the Straits. A further clause
was added (Article XIX), in view of the proposals in the
Treaty itself for the control of the navigation of the Dan-
ube, by which each of the Powers was permitted to send
through the Straits two light vessels of war for service
off the mouth of the Danube. Otherwise the Convention
which regulated the regime of the Straits in 1856 merely
reenacted the Convention of 1841.
The most significant act of the Conference at Paris,
however, was the declaration of the neutralization of the
Black Sea, an attempt to forestall future complications in
the Near East by imposing a sufficiently sweeping prohibi-
tion on Russian preparedness. Russia was to be denied not
merely a fleet on its southern coastal waters but even arsenals
along its shores. The clauses of the Treaty run as follows:
"Article XL The Black Sea is neutralized; its Waters and
its Ports, thrown open to the Mercantile Marine of every
Nation, are formally and perpetually interdicted to the Flag
of War, either of the Powers possessing its Coasts, or of any
other Power, with the exceptions mentioned in Articles
XIV and XIX of the present Treaty.
"Article XII. Free from any impediment, the Commerce in
the Ports and Waters of the Black Sea shall be subject only
to regulations of Health, Customs, and Police, framed in a
spirit favorable to the development of Commercial trans-
actions.